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the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 


Westhoughton  Urban  l^istrid  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  c‘onsideratio]i  iny 
Annual  lieport  on  the  liealtli,  sanitary  condition,  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  district  during  the  year  1925. 


In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
at  the  end  of  each  fifth  year  a  review  of  these  subjects  should  be 
made  with  reference  to  the  preceding  period  of  five  years. 

This  is  the  first  of  such  reports. 


Keview  of  statistics  shews  that  the  l)irth-rate  is  slightly  less 
than  last  year. 

There  is  a  small  inciease  in  the  death-rate,  this  being  i2,b 
against  11.8. 

The  number  of  notifiable  diseases  is  identical  with  that  of 
last  vear. 


The  Infantile  death-rate  is  identical  witli  that  ot  last  yeaj‘, 
viz.,  82  pel"  loot)  l)irths.  The  rate  tor  the  last  five  years  is  101. 
The  rate  for  Ihigland  and  Wales  is  75  for  1925. 


Jbnployment  has  shewn  little  if  any  improvaivnient,  and  as 
previously  pointed  out  the  low  wage-earning  capacit\  must  have 
a  prejudicial  eft'ect  on  the  health  of  the  ])eople. 


I 
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The  l()(‘al  Distriel  ]\ui'snio'  Associai  loii  and  (  'are  Connniitee 
for  Tubereiilosis  suilaneis  liave  again  (airried  on  excellent  work. 

A  niiinlxM  ol  ])aiients  fioin  tlie  disirict  !iaT('  Ix'en  adniitted 
to  the  various  lios])itals  at  Maindiester,  Jlolton  and  Wigan. 

Iloirsing  of  1he  [)eoj)l(‘  (‘ontiniu's  to  he  a  v('ry  nigent  and 
difhcult  problem. 

As  Avill  be  seen  fiom  details  in  the  r('])o]4.,  a  number  of  houses 
huAm  been  erected  under  the  (louncirs  Subsidy  Scdieme. 

The  Council  has  also  proceeded  with  the  erection  of  fib  houses 
on  the  W^ingates  Site  and  these  are  nearing  'Jiompki’.on, 


It  is  obvious  that  still  further  ])roAu’sion  jiiust  he  made  and 
the  C{uestio]i  is  engaging  1lie  attention  of  the  Housing  Committee. 

A  numlxu'  of  liouses  have  Ix'en  lamoA’ated  following  ins})ection 
and  notic'e  of  defects  to  owners. 


The  number  of 


converted  to  the  water  system  was  il-ib 


making  a  total  foj'  tin'  last  tiv('  years  ot  1108. 


Important  events  duiing  the  last  tive  \ears  have  been  the 
oi)ening  ot  the  ^Var  J\i('moiial  Clrild  Welfare  Centre  and  School 
Clinic  and  tJie  ])]'ovision  of  a  (.-oveia'd  Ibiblic  Market. 


The  extension  of  the  tramway  system  from  the  Holton 
boundary  to  the  centre  of  AVesthoughton,  and  tlie  lunning  of 
’buses  through  the  district  in  seveiad  dii'ectio'ns  can  only  make 
for  improved  convenience  and  the  public  gtxxl. 


GENERAL  STATISTJCS. 

Area — bbliO  acres. 

JCstimated  j)opiilat ion— 10,820. 
llateable  value — £75,021. 

Ao.  of  inhabited  liouses  (1021) — 8,818. 

Ao.  of  families  or  sejiaiate  occupiers  (1021) — 8,851. 
Sum  rejnesented  by  a  I’enny  Kate — £810. 
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EXTRACTS  FROrVf  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1925« 


Ijeoitnnate  .  — inalos  141;  fcanalos  142. 

Llloo  itiiiiate  .  7 — inaK's  2  ;  foiiiales  5. 

llirth-rate  .  L7.2. 

Deaths  .  218— iiialas  108;  females  105. 

Death-]  ate  .  12.(i 


2s o.  of  woaieii  dyiiio'  in  (or  in  eonse(|iienee  of)ehil(l-lnrth — - 

hhom  S('|)sis  .  — 

From  otlier  causes  .  2 


Deaths  of  infants  iimh'i-  one  ycair  of  a^-e  : — 

Total  .  20;  lej^atimate  24;  illegal imate  2. 

Deaths  fi'om  Measles  (all  a^ars)  .  2 

Deaths  fi'om  4Vhoopino-  (\nio4]  (all  a^'es)  .  — 

Deaths  from  Diairlnra  (umhu*  2  years)  .  3 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS, 


Vea  f 

Birth- 

rale 

Death- 
ra  t  e 

Phtliisis 
Deal  h- 
rate 

Respiratory 

Death-rate 

Rate  of 
deal hs  under 
1  year  to 
1000  bit  tils 

19:^5  . 

17-2 

12-6 

0*29 

2*19 

82 

1921  . 

18-3 

11-8 

0*12 

2*2 

82 

Mean  of  5  years  : 

1920—1921  . 

20-4 

12-3 

0  45 

2*29 

101 

Increase  or  decrease  in 

1925  on  previous  year 

—  1-1 

4-0*8 

i  +0-17 

-0*01 

nil 

Inciease  or  decreiise  in 

1 

1925  on  five  years’  avg 

—3*2 

+  0*3 

—0*16 

— o-io 

—19 

BIRTHS. 

The  juimh(‘i'  of  hirths  i/eoisiered  duiaiio'  tlie  sear  ssms  290. 
()f  these  143  sseie  males  and  147  females.  This  is  ecjiial  t(>  a 
l)irth-rate  of  17.2  as  (‘ompaied  ssdth  18.3  last  yeai',  and  20.4  tor 
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the  last  five  years.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  last 
year  was  18.8.  There  were  seven  illegitiniato  births. 


Year 

Total 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Birth¬ 

rate 

County 

Urban 

Birth-rate 

England 
and  Wales 

1925 

290 

143 

147 

17.2 

18-3 

1924 

304 

164 

140 

18-3 

16.54 

18-8 

1923 

299 

lt5 

154 

18-3 

17.29 

19-7 

1922 

307 

170 

137 

190 

18-11 

20-6 

1921 

357 

A 

192 

175 

23T 

21-06 

22-4 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  218  deaths — equal  io 
a  death-rate  of  12. (>  pei-  lOOO  pei'  annum.  Imst  yeai'  the  rate 
was  11.8  and  the  average  foi*  the  last  five  years,  12.8.  The  death- 
]‘ate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2. 


Year 

Deaths 
under  one 
year 

Total 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

County 

Urban 

Death-rate 

England 
and  Wales 

1925 

24 

213 

12-6 

12-2 

1924 

25 

196 

11-8 

12.53 

12-2 

1923 

31 

201 

12-3 

12.44 

11-6 

1922 

34 

219 

13-6 

13-23 

12-9 

1921 

43 

209 

13-1 

12-31 

12-1 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

During  1925  there  were  registered  24  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year. 

This  is  equal  to  an  Infantile  deafli-rate  of  82 — exactly  the 
same  as  last  year  which  as  I  then  pointed  ont  was  the  lowest  on 
record  for  ihe  disirict. 

11  is  liUle  moi-e  Hum  half  the  rate  of  15  to  20  years  ago  and 
furnishes  ('vid(mc('  of  iln*  vahu'  of  liealtli  im])rovements  l)oth  in 
a  general  direcdion  and  in  ilu'  s])ecial  efli'orts  made  under  the 
sciieme  of  Alatei'iiity  ami  Child  Welfare. 


Tli('  rate  foi'  the  five  y('a rs  period,  1921 — 1925  was  101. 


ddu'  last  rat('  availahh'  for  ilu'  (h)Uiilv 
and  for  lai^dand  and  Wal(\s  75. 

Analysis  of  Hk'  lv(\yisi  i  ai 's  fiyiiriss  shew 


ai'ea  of  Laneaslrire  is 

s  iiiat  of  the  24  deaths 


three  failed  to  survive'  the  first  day  of  life,  wdiih'  seven  died  dui''in;>' 
tlu‘  first  AV('(‘k.  Ihxaetly  halt  tin'  tola!  werv  l(;st  durino-  the  first 
inonth  whih'  live'  live'd  lo  ihe'  peuiexl  9  -12  months. 

As  re'paids  the'  cause's  of  eleath  10  of  the  24  were  certified  as 
due'  te)  hre'inat lire'  hirih  and  allie'd  e-ond itions.  Foiii'  died  as  the 
re'sult  of  eouvulsious  and  llii'  same'  numlier  wu're  lost  from  chest 


aft'ectieins. 


Six  of  the  total  nuinhe'f  died  in  hospital. 

Two  deaths  were'  those'  of  ilh'.^itiniate  chihh'en. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

All  exe'cllent  year  was  e'xpe'rieuced  in  e'onnection  with  the 
working'  ,of  this  se-heme. 

The  pe'iu'ial  health  of  the  liahies  was  o()()el  aud  we  esevaped 
se'iious  e']U(le'niic  illne'ss. 

The  mothers  foi-  some  time  hael  keen  shetvino'  iue'reased 
inte'iH'st  ill  the'  work  at  the  (Autre  until  by  the  midelle  of  the  year 
the  attendane'e'  was  too  hir<>e  to  he  satisfai'torily  eh'alt  with,  at 
one  session. 


(Jonsequently  we  cominenceel  a  second  Centre  on  Tuesday 
afternoons. 

lloth  tlii'se'  days  have  keen  most  successful. 

44ie  aAU'raye  atti'iidance'  on  ThursdaA's  tvas  41  and  that  on 


Tuesdavs  24. 


As  the'  afie'ndane-e  of  both  Health  4  isitors  at  each  Centre  is 
ahseilutely  necessary  the'  time  available  for  the  home  visiting*  is 
corresponding'ly  curtailed  and  it  Avas  founel  necessary  to  soineAAdiat 
re-organise  this  Avork. 
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I  believe  the  in  others  fully  appreciate  the  lielp  offered  to 
tlieiii. 

The  cliildrcui  ai’e  weioffed  aiul  inedically  t'xanniied  eacdi  visit. 
A])propriate  advice  is  <>iveii  aiul  minor  treatment  suo’o^ested.  In 
many  cases  referem-e  is  made  to  the  local  (bx  tors  while  for  suit¬ 
able  eases  the  sc'heme  provides  for  admission  to  hosiiital.  More 
than  two-thirds  of  the  cliildren  have  been  medically  examined  each 
week. 

I  have  referred  above  to  the  satisfactory  Infantile  death-rate. 
In  estimating-  the  real  importance  of  this  one  must  take  into 
account  the  situation  and  type  of  district,  nature  of  industry, 
housing  conditions,  degree  of  lU'osperity  of  the  workpeople,  etc. 
On  so  doing  it  must  he  agreed  th.at  we  are  not  favourabjy  cir- 
cumstanoed.  Yet  our  rate  of  82  (same  as  last  year)  compares 
favourably  with  that  of  75  tor  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  sale  of  dried  milk,  Yirol  etc.,  has  proved  helpful  to  the 
mothers. 


A  number  of  cases  have  been  assisted  by  the  granting’  of 
milk.  Discreet  emiuiry  is  made  into  the  circumstaiK'es  of 
ajgili  cants. 

This  (diild  Welfare  work  has  tremendously  increased  during 
ttn‘  last  five  years.  We  liave  grown  from  one  small  Centre  held 
under  difficulties  al  the  Town  Hall  to  two  large  Centres  in  the 
convenient  and  well  equipped  preinises  at  Sunny  flank. 

The  voluntary  lady  workers  have  increased  in  number  and 
rendered  excellent  service  tor  which  thanks  are  due. 


The  following  is 


a  summary  of  details  in  connection  with  the 


w(U‘k : — 


D>tal  births  registei'ed  . 

d\)tal  l)irths  notified  . . 

'17)tal  iiumhcn*  of  c-hildimi  eni'olled  at 

W(dfare  (Vmti'c^  . 

Average'  u'ee'kly  atte'iidancc'  (Tuesday)  ... 


TJ2 

23 
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AYeTai>o  weekly  alteiidaDee  (Thursday)  ...  41 

Total  visits  (hirtli  eiujiuii-ies)  .  408 

Total  visits  to  children  under  1  year  . .  4218 

'holal  visits  to  children  owvr  1  >ear  . 

Total  Ausits  lo  (‘xj)etdaut  niotluus  . 

Sanitary  defects  reported  . 

TIedical  assistance  adAused  and  obtained 
2s  o.  of  stilkhirths  reported  . 

Eate  of  deaths  under  1  year  per  1000 


In  connection  with  the  Maternity  department  a  scheme  Avas 
last  year  inangairated  by  Avhich  acaairdino-  to  a  «‘radnated  income 
scale  of  payment  a  bed  could  be  reseiwed  in  the  Maternity  Avards 


ment  Avhich  bring-s  one  into  touch  Avith  the  expectant  mother  and 
helps  us  in  our  ante-natal  efforts. 

It  is  almost  certain  iliat  as  moilnu-s  exjierienc'e  ihe  benefits  to 
be  abtained  Ainder  this  section  and  the  advantao’es  (of  skilled 
attention  in  the  Maternity  Avard  compared  Avith  the  lack  of 
accommodation  at  home  ihe  number  of  a|)]dicaiions  Avill  iiro^-res- 
sivelv  increase. 

Diiiino'  1925  three  cases  Avere  admitted  for  continement. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


Durino*  the  year  the  followino’  cases  Avere  admitted  to  the 
Infectious  Hospital : — 


S carle!  TY'awu- 
knteric  TcAuvr 
Dijilitheria 


20 

8 

11 


The  Smallpox  llosjiital  at  Iloyers  Farm  is  always  available 
for  admission  of  patients. 


There  Avere  no  cases  during  1925. 


in 


The  water  supply  is  froiu  tlu'  reservoii's  of  Bolton  (airporation. 
Bepuilar  analysis  has  shewn  the  (|ua1ity  to  he  satist:u't(u-y. 

A rranp'('nt(uihs  ohlain  for  chemical  and  hactcuiolopa’cal  work 
u  liich  is  carri('d  oui  at  tin,'  lahoralories  of  M anclu'sl ('i'  I  ui i v('rsity. 

dd  s])('cimens  wme  siihni itted  for  ('xamination  and  report. 

Tlie  Motor  And)Tdance  service  has  heeii  ('tli('iently  worked  hy 
contract. 

Provision  is  made  for  a  dav  inid  ni<>-lit  service. 

The  following'  is  a  -uimmarv  of  the  journeys  undertaken  hy 
the  Anihulaivce  : — 


1 

Tol  al 

Bolton 

Manchest  er 

Wigan  i 

Local 

Jouine^^s 

80 

19 

3 

6 

108 

The  Infectious  Hos]utal  motor  anihulance  is  provided  for 
cases  of  Infectious  illness. 

ZYIVIOTIC  DISEASE, 

There  were  notified  1)8  case  of  Infectious  Diseases  (including' 
85  case  of  Pneumonia)  com])ared  with  97  last  year. 

The  nurnher  of  cases  has  heen  fairly  constant  during-  the  last 
hve  years  as  will  he  si'cn  from  the  following': — 

1925  1924  1928  1922  1921 

98  97  70  87  77 

The  Ward  dislrihution  of  the  princi])al  Infectious  diseases 
was  as  follows  : — 


Disease 

Central 

North 

Sou!  h 

East 

llulton 

Total 

Scarlet.  Fever 

7 

1 

1 

10 

2 

9 

28 

Diphtheria  ... 

G 

. 

4 

1 

3 

•2 

IG 

Enteric  Fever 

5  1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

8 

11 


The  followhio-  is  n  sunniiarv  of  cases  oc'enriiii o-  rlru’iiio-  ilie 
year  : — 


CASl 

TS 

Vc 

NOTIFIED. 

'ars. 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 

Disecise 

Total 
Cases 
at  all 
ages 

U  nder 

1 

1—2 

o__y  B  -5 

5  — 
10 

10- 

15 

15  - 
20 

20  - 
25 

35— 

45 

45  N 
Ov’i 

cases  re 
mv'd  t( 
llospitl 

Diphtheria 

]G 

1 

4 

G 

4 

1 

1 

11 

Erysipelas... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

1 

1 

2 

11 

n 

1 

2 

3 

1 

20 

Enteric  Fever 

8 

3 

2 

2 

1 

8 

Puerperal  Fever... 

8 

3 

Oplnhalmia  NeoiKilornni 

2 

0 

Pneiinionia 

•So 

3 

1 

O 

e ) 

9 

S 

4 

1 

G 

17 

Whooping'  Cough 

DiarrluTea  (under  2  years) 

3 

Enceph.  Leth. 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

08 

0 

5 

8 

9 

2G 

23 

5 

13 

2 

10 

21 

39 

Opthalniia 
.\  eonatoruni 

Notified 

Cases  Treated 

Vision 
Un¬ 
imp’ red 

Vision 

I  in  p’red 

Total 

Bli’dn’ss 

Deaths 

At  I  lotne 

Hospital 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Diua’iio'  tlie  year  ilierc'  were'  notified  do  eases  of  this  disease. 
( )f  llu‘S(‘  lo  wco'c'  IT'spii  aiory  and  20  of  Non-llespirafory  ty])e. 

Tlie  notihc'ation  of  tin’s  disease  a])pears  to  have  l)een  efficient. 
Th(‘  affected  houses  have  hecoi  thorouoldy  disinfecited  and  pre 
cautions  taken  to  prevent  tlie  further  s^ircnul  of  tlie  disease. 
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Below  will  be  found  tlie  number  of  eases  notified  during'  tlm 
last  five  years  : — 


YEAR. 

RESPIRATORY 

NO.\- 

RESPIRATORY 

1925 

15 

20 

1924 

4 

8 

1923 

15 

12 

1922 

12 

12 

1921 

IG 

8 

ADOPTIVE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  ETC. 


The  following  hav('  bet^n  adopted  by  tlie  Conneil : — 
Idle  Public  IT('altli  Acts  Amendnnmt  Act,  1890. 
Tlu'  Public  llealtli  Acts  Amendment  ^Vct,  190T. 
Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Bye-bnvs  concerning — 

Common  liodging  Houses,  1873. 
Slaughter-houses,  1873. 

Nuisances,  1873. 

(deansing  of  P'ootways,  1873. 

Streets  and  Buildings,  1902,  1917. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Scavenging  and  Kemoval  of  House  Befuse  : — 


This  work  is  cai'ried  out  l)y  tlie  Local  Authority  and  has  been 
generally  satisfactory. 

A  re-organisation  of  tlie  work  witli  concentration  of  the  work¬ 
men  in  ail  ai('a  has  made'  for  grisatm*  eflicimicy. 

Lhe  I'tduse  is  disposed  yif  by  (hgiositing  in  tips. 


Lransjiort  is  mainly  by  motor-wagons. 
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For  some  years  a  portion  of  tlu'  refuse  Kas  been  dealt  with 
by  Fiilvei'isinp',  biii  owiiio'  to  dihuailties  in  disposino-  of  the  pro¬ 
duct  til  is  method  has  not  luam  in  ns('  dniinp-  ilie  year. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 


ddie  system  of  sinvapa'  disiiosal  lias  l)e('n  mainly  salisfar-tory. 

The  method  is  oiu'  of  ])i  (a-ipitahon  and  lili  ration. 

The  district  is  served  by  s(‘ven  sections  of  sewers,  and  the 
sewao-e  is  treated  by  cdiemicals  with  lime  precipitation  and 
ii’i'ipation. 


The  tii'st  scH-iion  drains  the'  whole'  of  Daisy  Hill  and  Deiph 
Hoad,  and  is  delivei  t'd  at  Hoyc'rs  f^'ai  in  ;  I  hc'  sc'cond  sect  ion  drains 
Wearish  Lane,  Hait  (Tmmon,  Market  Strec't,  Church  Street, 
Wio-an  Ttoad,  Bolton  Hoad,  Ihirk  Hoad,  IHanchc'ster  Hoad  and  part 
of  Chorley  Hoad,  and  is  also  dc'liverc'd  at  Hooeis  Farm. 


The  sewaj^c'  havinp-  first  been  mixed  with  sulphate  of  iron, 
and  then  with  lime',  is  led  into  ]ire'e-i])itatinp'  tanks,  eaedi  with  a 
e-apacity  of  250, 0(H)  oalbms.  After  ])reedpitation  the  effluent  ivS 
(iistribiUed  liy  thiee'  I'evolvinp'  s])rinklers  on  to  filter  beds.  The 
effluent  has  been  fre'iiiu'ntly  taken  for  analysis  by  the  Merse'y  and 
Dwell  Water  floard  Insyie'e-toi-  Ciiid  “ooel  re'sults  obtained. 


The  sewage  from  the  third  seedion  is  delivered  at  Dog  Holes 
Farm  (21  ae-i  es),  and  is  led  on  to  the  land  and  treated  liy  irrigation 
alone. 

The  sewage  from  the  fourth  section  (Hart  Common  and 
Marsh  Brook)  is  delivered  at  Marsh  Brook  Farm  (It  acres)  and 
treatc'd  by  irrigation. 

ddie  filtli  sc'ction  draining  jiart  of  H  niton  Ward  now 
ineduding  Hulton  Dane  portion  is  e-onneeded  with  the  sewer  of  the 
first  jiortion. 
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'riie  sixth  scH-tion  di'ninin^'  the  Xcnv  Itrook  lload  portion  of 
ilultoii  Ward,  is  dcdivorcMl  into  tin'  s(‘W(n‘s  of  tlio  Atherton  flrhan 
])istii(it  (\)nn(‘il,  and  ji‘(ait(Ml  l)y  tin'  L(dy1i  and  Ailierton  Jcrint 
Sc'wapt'  Ifoard  al  a  ycaiily  (diary'e  of  I'l  pen;  lionse. 

ddn^  S(‘Ve'n1h  sesdion  drains  the  Dieeonson  Lane  ])ortion  ot 
North  Ward,  and  is  treatcal  ai  a  small  woi  ks  (-oin j^i  ising  detritus 
and  septi('  tanks  witli  a  ])ereolatin^'  filter. 

The  se\ya^('  system  has  \vt)ik(‘d  wedl  dnj'iny  the  yenir. 

CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS. 

Privy  IMiddens:  NO.  of  mnhhnis,  (ilJO.  Xo.  of  (dosehs  attaelied 
to  tlurse  mnhhms,  7dd. 

No.  of  Pail  (dosels,  0.  N(>.  of  J)iy  Ashjeifs  (exediidin^' 

middens)  (>50. 

No.  of  _Presli  Waten*  Clloseds.  2281). 

No.  erf  Portable  lf(H'e])tael('s  for  Ifefuse,  1359. 

No.  of  Wast('-wafer  (dosets,  11  (i. 

No.  of  Privy  (dose'ts  converted  dujino-  1925  to  k'resh  Water 
Closets,  325. 

No.  of  Pail  (dosets  converted,  I). 

No.  (vf  Wast('-wafer  Closets  eonvertral,  0. 

The  (foiuieil  eontrihiite's  half  the  (‘ost  of  conversion  of  Privv 
Closets  to  Pd'esh  Water  (dosets. 

Nfarked  piopress  has  Ixani  made'  with  ilu'  m  ork  of  abolishing' 
1h(‘  Piivy  systein  (hiring'  Ihe  last  hv(‘  ycnirs,  Avhen  the  number 
(‘Oil v(n't(Ml  to  the  kii  (\sh-wa1  (‘r  syst(nn  has  Ixani : — 

1925  1924  1923  1922  1921 

325  215  285  323  2b0 


'('be  (\)uiu*i]  liave  foi'  sonu'  tmi('  a])])i‘{'eiate(i  ibe  danger  to 
lu'altli  wbieli  must  ('xis1  iit  lious(\s  |)i'()vi(l('(l  with  1lie  jusauitary 
])rivy  arraiigeuu'iil  and  e()nsis((uil  ('ttoris  bavt‘  I)('en  made  lo  I'enunly 
Ibis. 


Tbe  numlxu'  of  siieb  middtms  lias  Ixam  lediieed  from  2141  in 
1021  to  744  at  tin'  ('ml  of  1924. 

As  legai'ds  the  remaining  744,  difficulties  regarding  sewer 
aeeommodation  will  lu'  nu't  with  in  some  eases,  hut  it  is  the  firm 
resolve  to  eontinue  this  most  inijiortant  im])roveinent. 


SCHOOLS. 

Dui'iiig  the  yi'ar  tbe  sanitary  c-ondition  of  tbe  scdiools  has  lieen 
g  ('  n  e  r  a  1 1  y  sat  i  s  f  a  e  t  o  I'y . 


During  tin'  last  tiv('  years  many  iniju oxu'nu'iits  bave  heen 
eheeted.  Where  ])ail  closets  existed  these  have  heen  eonveihed  to 
tin'  water  svst('m,  and  in  many  (arses  of  i usuffieiene v  the  numhers 
bav('  h('en  iin-ri'asi'd  to  tin'  nee('ssai'v  siandaial. 


havatory  and  cloak-room  accommodation  im]>r()V('ments  are 
at  ])]es('n1  being  caiaab'd  out  at  oin'  scbool  vbih'  tbe  ])lay-gr()und 
in  OIK'  instanct'  lias  h('('n  comjih'i  ('ly  Haggl'd. 

.Vs  ])()int('(l  out  last  year  tin'  condition  of  tin'  [)lay-grounds 
at  sevi'ral  of  tin'  scbools  i-('([uii‘('s  attention. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Tb('S('  bave  hi'i'ii 
defects  wbich  weri'  I'o 


regularly  insju'cted  and  ajiart 
nu'died  tbeir  condition  has  heen 


fi'om  minor 
satisfactory. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


ddn're  are  18  of  these  in  the  distiict.  They  have  heen  regu¬ 
larly  inspected  and  theii-  condition  found  to  he  satisfactory. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  MILK  AND 
CREAM  REGULATIONS, 

S;mi|)ling  has  heoii  caii  it'd  out  hy  the  lusjH'ctor. 

4d  samples  of  Milk  and  one  ijiformal  sample  of  Butter  were 
taken. 

d\vo  jrroseentions  foi-  defieieney  in  Mdk  fat,  fined  £5  and 
costs  and  £2  and  ecsts  lespeel ively.  '^i^lireo  Milk  jcllus  uaiiirg 
■(tosit^'i  and  -eonts  ■  '»>*.Hpe(di'¥t*l5\  Three  Milk  sellers  were 

warned  for  deficiency. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  and  MILKSHOPS. 

(i\Lilk  and  Dairies  A(t,  1922,  etc.) 


Tlu'se  haY(‘  keen  p('riodic‘ally  ins])ected  and  following  tlie 
special  a])peal  hy  circular  v  linli  a\  as  made  last  year  an  improve- 
meni  has  keen  noticeakle. 


In  seveial  instance's  striietui-al  and  yard  area  improvements 
have  keen  cai  ried  out. 

There'  ai  e  re'gistere'd  72  e‘e)wkeepers  and  78  retailers  of  nrilk. 

In  one  instaiu'e  ilu'  sanitar\-  e-onelitie)ii  was  found  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  on  the'  oee^asion  of  moie  than  one  visit  and  ne)tice  issued  to 
file'  eiwju']'  that  his  re'gistraf ion  was  in  dange'r  of  keing  withelel 
l»y  the'  Local  Authorify.  Lollowing  a  further  interview  an  im- 
prove'inenl  was  ki'oughi  akout  anel  has  sine-e  keen  maintaineel. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

I  he  slaiig'hte'r-liouse's  have'  ke'en  f re'(| ne'iitly  inspecteel. 

To  conform  AA'ith  fhe  Buklic  ITeaHh  Me'af  Bcgulations,  1924, 
e'aeli  kutcher  is  now  re'((uii'eel  to  give  nofu'e  (d  fime  of  inteneleel 
slaughter,  h eillowing  such  neitice'  meire  than  1(54  Arisits  have  keen 
I  \  the  1 1  r  'ipeeOor  for  jiuipose's  of  nu'at  iiispe'clion. 

1  he'  sanitary  cemelifion  has  shewn  imiii'OA^eme'nt  in  most  cases. 
Uneier  the  same  regulations  an  attempt  Avas  made  to  minimise  the 
elariger  arising  fi'om  elust  anel  fly  e-emtaminatiem  ky  exposure  of  the 
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meat  in  tlie  retail  shops.  An  appeal  was  also  made  against  the. 
practice  ot  liamlling  of  meat  hy  prospective  (‘nstomers. 

The  condition  of  one  meatslio])  was  (*onsidei’ed  nnsalisfactory 
and  as  the  result  of  action  l)y  the  rns])ecdor  an  im])royement  is 
]  (‘ported. 

There  are  11  slanghter-honses  in  th(‘  districd. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

In  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  ccmsists 

of  a  W(dl-([nalihed  Sanitaiy  ]ns])ector,  a  ])a]-t-tinie  Clerk  ai  >1  two 
Health  Visitors,  liaving-  r(‘spectively  Hie  following-  (  nalifications  r 

A.  M". — Hos])ital  training-  and  CAI.B. 

H.  iM. — Health  ATsitors’  Certificate  (lloyal  Sanitary  tixsf  jfnfe) 
and  C.M.B. 


HOUSING. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  shortage  of  lionses 
and  the  attempts  hc'ing-  made  liy  tlie  laical  Authority,  both  as 
legards  providing-  new  lious(‘s  and  the  i-enovation  of  existing- 
property. 

The  following-  is  a  summary  of  housing  details  : — 

Housing-  Statistics  tor  the  year,  1925  : — 

Xo.  of  new  houses  erected  during-  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  number  given  seperalely  under  (b)  42 

(b)  With  State  assistan(-(‘  under  the  Housing  Acts — 


(i.)  By  the  Local  Authoi'ity  .  — 

(ii.)  By  other  bodi(‘s  oi-  ])eisons  .  49 

Xo.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  CounciTs 

building-  scheme  . .  GO 
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Financial  assistance  for  pui  poses  of  increasing  Ik  using  acconi- 
niodation  : — 

Have  any  advance's  bec'ii  made  dniiiig  192d — 

(a  )  lly  Loans  y  Y('s.  No.  21.  Ainount  of  loans  '£9,(>fd. 

(1) )  lly  snl)sid\  y  Yes.  No.  47.  Ainonnt  of  subsidy  £4,790. 
Unfit  Dwe'lling-liouses 

Inspection  ; — 

(1)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-liouses  ins[)e(4ed  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) — 109. 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were'  ins])ecteel  anel  recoreleel 

unde'r  the  Housing  ( Inspe'e*tion  of  Distivict)  Pegiila- 
tions,  1910,  or  the  Housing  ( \)nse)lielateel  Hegula- 
tieens,  1925 — 85. 

(3)  Ne).  of  dwelling-liouse's  found  te)  be  in  a  state  so 
elangerous  oi'  injurious  to  health  as  to  l)e  unfit  for 
1  ui  1  n  a  ]  1  habitation — 3 . 

(If  Ne).  e)f  dwelling-liouses  (exe  lusive  oU  tlieise  referred 
to  uneler  (3))  founel  ne)t  to  lie  in  all  respee-ts  reason¬ 
ably  fit  fe)r  human  haliitation — (i. 

Pemedy  of  Defends  without  se'iVK'e  of  formal  Notie-es — 

No,  of  defe'edive  elwelling-heiuses  renelereel  fit  in  conse- 
e|uence  of  informal  aedion  by  the  Loeail  Authority  or  tlieir 
officers — 11. 

x\ction  under  Statutory  Peiwei's — 

A. — Proceedings  uneler  See*tion  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

1.  — No.  of  elwelling-heiuses  in  respeed  of  whie'li  notices 

were  serveel  reejuiring  lepairs — 20. 

2.  — No.  of  elwelling-liouses  \vhie*h  were'  rendered  ht  after 

service  eif  foianal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners,  18. 

(b)  By  Loeail  Autheirity  in  default  of  owners,  2. 
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3. — Xo.  of  dwelliii^'-liouses  in  respect  of  wliieli  Closing' 
()i(l(‘is  beeinne  operative  in  |)ursuanee  of  declarations 
l)y  owners  of  intention  to  (dose — 0. 

It, — Lfro(‘eedi np's  uinhn'  ldd)lic  llt'aUh  A(ds — 

1,  — Ado  of  dwellino-lionses  in  rt'speel  of  whicli  notices 

w(n'c-  st'rv('d  iraj uiiin o-  def(‘cts  to  be  i*eniedied— 10. 

2.  — Ao.  of  dwell inp'-liouses  in  wlricdi  defects  were  reme¬ 

died  aftiM'  s(M  vice  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  Ity  owners.  21. 

(b)  Ity  Local  AuHioritv  in  default  of  owners,  0. 

C. — Lb'oceedinps  umbn-  S(‘ctions  11,  14,  and  Id  of  the  Housiiio' 
Act,  1925— 

1.  — Ao.  of  re])resentations  imub'  with  a  view  to  the 

makinp’  of  (losino-  Orders — 3. 

2.  — AO.  of  dwell i np-hous(\s  in  r(‘S])ect  of  whi(di  Cdosini^' 

( Irders  wcn’e  made — 3. 

3.  — A().  of  dw(dl ino‘-li()uses  in  I’espetd  of  wlnddi  (dosing 

( Irdm  s  were  determined,  the  dwelliiio-diouses  having' 
been  rendeiH'd  fit — 4. 

4.  — Ao.  (4  dw(dling-  bouses  in  I'espect  of  wdiicli  Demoli¬ 

tion  (Irders  were  made — 0, 

5.  — Xo.  of  dwelling-houses  (b'molislied  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders — 0. 

1).— Xo.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily:  by  owners,  or  ccm- 
verted  to  workshops,  etc. — 0. 

I  am,  (xentlemen. 

Amours  obediently, 

WnVLTAM  H.  TddIGH. 


Miiy  1st, 


2(.) 


Report  of  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  FIVE  YEARS  1921-1925. 

- - 

the  Chairman  and  ^M,emhers  of  the 
Westhoughton  Urban  District  CounciL 

(jEX'rLK:NrEN, 

Til.  levicnviiio*  flip  Sanitary  InrproYonuvnt.s  for  tho  al)0Y0- 
mi'iitioued  period,  tlie  Avork  of  (dostd  ( YiiYi'rsioji  lias  kec'ii 
consisfc'iitly  and  steadily  carried  out,  as  (he  total  ininiliei'  of  1408 
liear  cYidenee.  Tlu‘  ayoiT  has  (uitaih'd  nrueh  time  in  snpeiYisiou, 
and  has  keen  (uitirely  eai*ri(al  out  hy  this  1  )epai i inent. 

In  many  instances  di'ains  and  servers  lnnn‘  had  to  l)e  laid, 
and  stru(‘tu]‘al  alterations  and  ikyy  eloscds  kuilt,  tliis  has  iieeessi- 
tated  many  intel■Yie^Ys  YYith  owneis  and  ayamts,  and  ndtli  tli,e 
ex(‘eption  of  one  eas(',  “  Avh(‘r('  a  M a ^^i strafes  ( )rd(U‘  had  to  ke 
oktained  for  ])o\Yer  of  IkOry,”  iluna'  has  not  ka'en  the  sliyhtesl 
okjeetion,  Avhik'  many  hoiiscdiohUn  s  liaYc  weh'omed  ihe  cliano-e, 
and  spoken  hi^lily  (d;  tlu'  inij)roY('d  conditions,  koth  from  a  sani- 
iary  point  of  Yie^Y  as  well  as  a  yvieat  eonYcnitmee,  as  klu'  Eonneil 
haYc  ^Yisely  insisted  on  a  se])arat('  W.F.  to  (‘aeh  house. 

In  carrying'  out  tlu'  akov(‘,  nearly  8000  Yisits  liaYc  ])een  made, 
in  addition  to  ofhee  AYoik  in  makino-  out  tin'  lUHa'ssary  Xotiues,  &e. 

It  IS  expe(‘ted  that  at  the  akoYc  rate  of  j)]'oyress,  the  remaining* 
prixies  yu'11  lie  (‘oiiYcrted  in  the  m'xt  t^Yo  yeai-s. 

Vearly  kOO  Yisits  IniYc  Ix'cn  made  to  kloeked  and  iicyy  drains. 

44ie  insjieetion  of  jirojx'rly  and  rc'-insjieetion  diirino'  repairs, 
and  intervieYung'  ()\YmM‘s,  c^e.,  has  taken  nji  c'onsiderakle  time, 
and  nineh  improYement  in  tin*  (ondition  of  property  has  taken 
])laee. 
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Tlv('  ins]'»e(‘ti()ii 
re^-iilaily  ('ai-ried  out, 


of  Food  and  Slaii<>‘hter-liouses  Las  l)een 
the  amount  of  food  eondemned  was  59C)  lbs. 


929  samples  of  Alilk  liav('  been  taken,  and  only  in  two  cases 
liave  ]noe(HHlinys  been  necessary,  tliese  were  for  deficiency  in  Milk 
Fat,  and  in  botli  easics  a  eonvietion  was  o])tained,  warning's  liaYO 
been  given  in  two  or  tliree  instances,  where  the  eircnmstanees 
did  not  waia'ant  a  pioseeution. 


A  marked  im])]  ovement  lias  taken  jilaee  in  the  quality  of  the 
milk  sold  in  the  disti  iet,  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  regailar  taking- 
of  samples. 


There  are  79  Cowkeepers  on  the  Ideg-ister,  the  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  are  regadarly  inspected. 

Tlie  Sujierintendenee  of  the  (deansing',  removal,  and  disposal 
of  refuse  re(j[uires  a  considerable  amount  of  attention  in  a  ])istriet 
which  contains  over  o,r)()()  acres,  and  eoinjirises  a  fair  number  of 
iiouses  on  tlie  extreme  limits,  as  cvell  as  in  the  centre  of  the  Town, 
at  the  eommeneement  ot  the  at)ove  iKvriod  two  dt)  ewt.  AAilean 
Motor  A\bigons,  one  i  ton  Ford  AVag'on,  and  one  Cart  and  Ilorse 
v\  er(‘  emjiloyed,  the  wu)ik  is  now  carried  out  by  tlrree  1  ton  fb:)rd 
AVag'ons  and  one  (fart  and  Horse.  All  bins  ar(‘  emjitied  w('ekly, 
and  dry  ashj)its  and  privies  montlily.  The  following'  figures  shorv 
the  dcH'i'ease  in  the  Sanitary  account  tor  the  last  five  years,  not- 
AVithstanding'  that  about  400  houses  liave  been  erected  during'  this 
period  : — 


The 

estimate 

for  1991 

was 

.,  1992 

i;a235. 

,,  1923 

£2885. 

’  5 

,,  1924 

£2050. 

5  ’ 

,,  1925 

5  ^ 

£2410. 

A  report  of  the  wmrk  performed  by  the  above  is  presented  to 
the  Sanitary  Committee  every  month,  shoAving  the  amount  of 
refuse  remoAxM  liy  each  Motor  and  Cart,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer¬ 
tained  by  periodical  Aveighing'  and  an  average  taken,  (as  there 
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are  no  means  of  \vei»’liin»‘  evei’y  load)  the  cost  per  ton  for  removal, 
and  the  cost  pen'  ton  for  labour,  tfie  days  worked,  and  the  petrol 
consumed,  so  thai  a  check  is  made  on  tlie  amount  of  work  tlie 
men  perfoini  and  tire  cost.  d'he  Jefuse  is  now  disposed  of  by 
ii])pinp'  oil  IhrtH'  ii])S,  ])ulveriziTin'  havino'  Ixau)  disconi.inued  during 
th(‘  last  year  owing  to  the  small  amount  of  suitable  refuse  being 
availabhn  oil  visits  wene  ])aid  to  the  pulvei'izer,  imdiiding  the 
sale  of  the  lefuse,  and  su|)ervLsing  the  loading  of  Avagons  on  the 
raihvay. 

There  hae^e  been  also  visits  to  Infectious  Cases,  and  seeing  to 
removal  and  disinfection,  intervicAVs  AA’itli  various  OAvners  and 
agents,  iiwestigations  of  complaints  receiAmd,  ^uperAUsing  the 
upkeep  and  repaiis  to  motors,  and  tlie  usual  office  voutine,  the 
making  of  special  rejiorts,  v'ce.,  all  of  AAdiich  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  a  talmlated  account. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

^"ours  obediently, 

F.  J.  A.  GKFKN,  A  M.I.S^Ih,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Supf. 


